Child abuse is the most frequent cause of multiple fractures in neonatal period, but bone diseases associated with increased bone fragility can be subtle or difficult to diagnose.
The infant who presents with multiple unexplained fractures poses a diagnostic dilemma, and the final diagnosis will have lifelong social implications for the infant and the parents/ caregivers.
As Dr Greeley greatly notes, clinicians are obliged when confronted with such injuries to investigate all plausible explanations. Many parents of children with genetic or metabolic bone disease were initially accused of abusing their children.
Taking into account these issues, it is mandatory for physicians to find all natural conditions that increase the likelihood of skeletal injury from otherwise minor trauma. Many of such conditions have been identified and other disorders may exist that have not yet been discovered.
A few articles in the literature have hypothesized the existence of a condition referred to as 'temporary brittle bone disease'. The key concept is that a young infant had a problem that made the bones susceptible to fracture for a short period of time, but the condition resolved spontaneously, leaving no pathology to identify. There are discordant data regarding this condition, and very recently Jenny et al.
1 assert that there is no evidence that it has to be considered a real disease.
We included temporary brittle-bone disease in our report to offer a complete overview of the actual debate in literature regarding the differential diagnosis of unexplained fractures in infants. Anyway, these data are not conclusive, as confirmed by the frequent citations about this argument in scientific literature, and need to be revisited in the context of current knowledge of bone physiology.
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